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* My dear Muslims, realise that the 
month of Ramadan is now upon us. 
This sacred and beautiful month, a 
month that the Prophet 
Muhammad (Sallallahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) during it's time, he stood up 
on the mimbar and he called the 
Sahaba and he gave a khutbah to 
them and he said: 
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٠ "Ramadan, a blessed month, has 
come to you during which Allah has 
made it obligatory for you to fast. In 
it the gates of Heaven are opened, 
the gates of al-Jahim are locked, and 
the rebellious devils are chained. 
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* In it Allah has a night which is better 
than a thousand months. He who is 
deprived of its good has indeed 
suffered deprivation." Narrated by 
al-Nasai 
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* Brothers, this is that very month, 
this is the month of Ramadan. The 
month of Ramadan is the holiest 
time of the year. We thank Allah 
that not all of the timings of the 
year are the same rather Allah has 
preferred some timings over others. 
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* And this month is the most 
preferred and the most blessed 
timing. And what this does for us is 
that it encourages us to be good, it 
makes us want to do extra good 
deeds in this month. 
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٠ And realise my dear brothers, that 
the month has been made so easy 
for you; every aspect has been 
facilitated for you. 
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٠ Jahannam is closed, Jannah is wide 
open. There are no devils, nobody 
can now come and say: Oh! shaitaan 
whispered into my ear. There are no 
shayateen whispering; if you do a 
bad deed in this month realise that 
100% this deed is from you. 
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* Not that if you did it outside of 
Ramadan you can blame shaitaan. 
Shaitaan can only whisper but in 
Ramadan — he cannot even whisper 
in Ramadan. Even that is taken away 
from him. 
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* Any evil that you do in this month, it 
comes from your soul. So Ramadan 
is a reflection of who you are. If you 
are good and righteous in Ramadan 
this shows that you have a good 
side to you. 
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٠ But if you cannot be good in this 
month, if you fail to live up to the 
expectations of your religion in this 
month then, realise that there is no 
hope for you at all. And this is not 
my words, this is not my speech; 
this is the speech of the Prophet 
Muhammad (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam). 


www.utm.my 


UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA 


٠ Malik ibn Al Hasan ibn Malik ibn AI 
Huwayrith reported on the 
authority of his father from his 
grandfather who said: 


www.utm.my 


UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA 


٠ "The Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him) climbed the pulpit and 
when he climbed a step, he said: 
"Amen," then he climbed another 
step and said: "Amen," then he 
climbed another step and said: 
"Amen." 
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٠ Then he said: "Gabriel came to me 
and said: O Muhammad, whoever 
attends Ramadan but his sins are 
not forgiven, may Allah send him 
away. | said: Amen. 
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* He said: Whoever has his parents 
alive or one of them then they were 
not a cause to admit him to 
paradise, may Allah send him away. 
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٠ He said: Whomever | was 
mentioned at him and he did not 
send peace and blessings upon you, 
may Allah send him away. Say: 
Amen. | said: Amen." Sahih Ibn 
Hibban (2/140) No. (409). 
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e So three dua's were made. That 
there are three golden 
opportunities; three opportunities 
that even the worst of mankind can 
get their sins forgiven if they only 
turn to Allah. 
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٠ One of those opportunities, one, 
related to Ramadan. One of them 
deal with Ramadan. And these are - 
the entire month. 
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* |n other words what Jibreel (as) is 
saying and what the Prophet 
Muhammad (Sallallahu ‘alaihi wa 
sallam) said Ameen to — and ponder 
over this my dear brothers, and 
think about it. 
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* |f you cannot be righteous and good 
in this month then really you have 
no hope there is no hope for you. 
Why? Because there are no excuses. 
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e Shayateen have been chained up. 
There is no way to go except 
Jannah. Jannah is open, Jahannam is 
closed. 
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* Every night Allah subhanahu wa 
ta'ala frees hundreds and thousands 
and millions of people who have 
been destined to go to hell. He frees 
them because of their good deeds. 
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* |f you can't be amongst them, if you 
are not able to be good in this 
month then really and truly there is 
no hope. 
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But the question is: what do you have to 
do? Very simple! The Prophet 
Muhammad (Sallallahu “alaihi wa sallam) 
said: 
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e Whoever fasts the entire month of Ramadan 
believing in Allah and hoping for Allah’s reward, 
all his previous sins will be forgiven. 

e Whoever stands up at the month of Ramadan 
believing in Allah and hoping for Allah’s reward, 
all his previous sins will be forgiven. 

e Whoever stands up the night of Qadr believing 
in Allah and hoping for Allah’s reward, all his 
previous sins will be forgiven. 
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* Three things he said, any one of 
them will forgive all of your sins, all 
— unconditional, no matter what sin 
you have done, if you repent 
properly in this month and you do 
what Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala 
wants you to do and what the 
Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam) told us to do, all of 
your sins will be forgiven. 
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* What are these three things? 


٠ He said: Whoever fasts the entire 
month of Ramadan believing in 
Allah and hoping for Allah's reward. 
Those are the only two conditions; 
that you are a believer in Allah and 
you do the fasts wanting the reward 
from Allah. 
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* You are doing it expecting Allah to 
reward you. You are not doing it 
because society is doing it, you are 
not doing it because your parents 
want you to do it; you are not doing 
it because all of your friends are 
doing it. You are not doing it 
because the culture of your country 
requires you to do it. 
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* You are doing it for the sake of 
Allah. You are doing it purely to 
please Allah. If you did it with this 
intention, the Prophet Muhammad 
(Sallallahu “alaihi wa sallam) said: all 
of your previous sin are forgiven. 


www.utm.my 


UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA 


* The second thing he said, whoever 
stands up at night in Ramadan and 
Ramadan has a beautiful prayer, 
that we call taraweeh. 


www.utm.my 


UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA 


* This prayer is a prayer that is the 
equivalent of the tahajjud of the 
other nights in Ramadan. We call it 
taraweeh. 
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* This prayer is a prayer that the 
Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam) did occasionally 
and the sahaba also did and it is 
something that he did it in 
congregation occasionally and he 
did it at his home all the time. 
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* And so in our times it has become a 
congregational prayer that is 
encouraged to do. You are 
encouraged to pray taraweeh. 
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٠ |t is not obligatory but you are 
encouraged to do so and if you do 
so every single night, if you do so 
then that is one more opportunity 
to have all of your sins forgiven. 
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* And the third opportunity to have 
all of your sins forgiven is the 
opportunity known as Laylatul qadr. 
And what will make you understand 
what Laylatul qadr is? 
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* |tisone night of Ramadan, it is one 
night of Ramadan than when you 
worship Allah properly when you 
are standing in prayer and reading 
Quran and doing dhikr for this one 
night that all of your previous sins 
will be forgiven. 
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* This is Laylatul Qadr! So the Prophet 
Muhammad (Sallallahu 'alaihi wa 
sallam) gave us three opportunities 
in this month to get all of our sins 
forgiven. 
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* One more blessing of Ramadan - 
Ramadan is the month that when 
you perfect your fasting in it, you 
may enter Jannah by a special door. 
It is a special door set aside for 
those who fast. 
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٠ The Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu 
'alaihi wa sallam) said: In Jannah 
there is a special door called Ar- 
Rayyan. And Ar-Rayyan means 'that 
which will give you lots of water’. So 
it is called ‘that which will give you 
water' because the way to get to it 
is to deprive yourself of water. How 
SO? 
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٠ The Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu 
‘alaihi wa sallam) said: It is set aside 
for those who fast frequently. For 
those who perfect their fast, and 
you cannot perfect your fast until 
you have perfected the fast of 
Ramadan. 
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٠ So fasting Ramadan forgives your 
sins. Fasting Ramadan causes you to 
enter Jannah. Fasting Ramadan 
brings about a sense of taqwa and 
Imaan. 
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٠ Remember Allah subhanahu wa 
ta'ala says: "O You who believe, 
fasting has been made obligatory 
upon you as it was made on those 
before you so that you may achieve 
righteousness and piety.” 
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٠ Soremember - that the purpose of 
fasting in Ramadan is to achieve 
righteousness and piety. This is the 
ultimate goal. Allah does not 
benefit when you tire yourself out, 
rather you are the one that benefits. 
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٠ So we pray to Allah subhanahu wa 
ta'ala that may He make us amongst 
those whose sins are forgiven in this 
month, whose fasting is accepted, 
whose reading of the Quran is 
accepted and whose Qiyam is 
accepted. And may He make you 
amongst those who enter Jannah 
through the gate of Ar-Rayyan. 
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* Therefore, throughout the entire 
Ramadaan Allah is offering a reward 
package that is manifold. Obligatory 
acts will be rewarded 70 times, 
while the reward for sunnah acts is 
equivalent to obligatory acts. 
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* The Muslims are highly encouraged 
to aid and honor the poor and 
destitute, giving zakaah to eligible 
recipients, feeding the orphans, 
hasten in giving charity, and giving 
off wealth in the path of Allah. 
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٠ Ramadaan also develops Muslims 
that are concerned and actively 
strengthening the Islamic bond. The 
practice of feeding the poor, needy 
and orphans, and offering iftaar to 
others are from among deeds that 
will strengthen the silaaturrahm 
(kinship). 
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* |n one hadeeth, Zayd bin Khaalid al- 
Juhaani radiyAllaahu 'anh narrated 
that Rasulullah sallAllahu “alayhi 
wasallam said: 
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٠ "Whoever provides the food for a 
fasting person to break his fast with, 
then for his is the same reward as 
his (the fasting person's), without 
anything being diminished from the 
reward of the fasting person." 


* (at-Tirmidhi: hasan saheeh) 


www.utm.my 


UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA 


٠ Let us compete in reaping the 
generous offering promised by Allah 
throughout the entire Ramadaan. 
Let us perform our fasting with 
diligence so that we will attain the 
hikmah behind such 'ibaadah. 
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O servant of Allah, remember that this 
world is a place for temporary lodging. 
Truly, hereafter is the everlasting and 
permanent abode. So let us devote to 

Allah for obtaining happiness and 
escape from the punishment of 
hellfire. 
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٠ Allah says in Surah Al Ahzab verse 56: 
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٠ Which means: 


"Indeed Allah confers blessing upon the 
prophet and His angels (ask Him to do so). O! 
You who have believed, ask Allah to confer 
blessing upon him and ask Allah to grant him 
peace." 
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* Let us pray that may Allah SWT be 
please with the  khalifahs of 
Rasulullah s.a.w i.e Sayyidina Abu 
Bakr al-Siddiq r.a., Sayyidina Umar 
al-Khattab r.a., Sayyinda Uthman ibn 
Affan r.a., Sayyidina Ali ibn Abi 
Thalib r.a. 


www.utm.my 


UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA 


* And to his companions who struggle to uphold 
the religion of Allah, also to his uncles Sayyidina 
Hamzah and Sayyidina Abbas r.a. and to his 
granchildren Sayyidina Hassan and Sayyidina 
Hussain r.a., his daughters Sayyidatina Fatimah al- 
Zahraa, his wives Sayyidatina Khadijah and 
Sayyidatina Aisyah ra. and the other wives. 
Followed by his family, companions, followers of 
the companions and those who come after them 
from time to time until the end of the world. 
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* O Allah, forgive all Muslims and believers, 
whether surviving or deceased. O Allah, grant 
us glory and prosperity to those who fight and 
spend their wealth in your way such as those 
who pay zakat, waqaf etc. 
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* Ya Allah, bestow your guidance and 
help to the leaders and kings of the 
Muslim countries especially to 
Abdaka Al-Harith Lishariatika Al- 
Sultan Ibrahim Ibni Almarhum Al- 
Sultan Iskandar, the Sultan and ruler 
for the State of Johor Darul Takzim. 
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* And to Raja Zarith Sofea Binti Al-Marhum 
Sultan Idris Shah, Tengku Ismail Ibn Sultan 
Ibrahim, Pemangku Raja Johor and, the Prince 
and Princess, the royal kinship, and all 
Muslims. 
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TRANSLATION OF THIS SERMON CAN BE 
DOWNLOAD AT ISLAMIC CENTRE WEBSITE 
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